[Orthopedic manifestations of the antiphospholipid syndrome].
The antiphospholipid syndrome (APS) is characterized by arterial and/or venous thrombosis, and pregnancy morbidity in association with antiphospholipid antibodies. Since its classical description 22 years ago, the clinical spectrum of APS has embraced the realms of obstetrics, nephrology, cardiology, neurology, gastroenterology, angiology and now, possibly orthopaedics. This is not surprising given that this disease can affect virtually any organ system and blood vessel of any size and nature. Just as venous thrombosis may affect limbs and internal organs, arterial thrombosis has been shown to affect organs such as the brain, eye, heart, kidney, liver and may also involve the skeleton. In this review, we describe the orthopedic aspects of APS recently reported, bone metatarsal fractures, osteonecrosis and more exceptional complications, ie algodystrophy and bone marrow necrosis. We briefly discuss postulated pathogenesis and possible implications of anticoagulation. This data need further confirmation. They may suggest complementary physiopathologic and therapeutic implications.